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Spring 2018 NEWSLETTER
Chair’s Comments

2017 AGM

It takes a village
It’s the eve of National Volunteer Week as I write this and
reflect on our past years of initiatives and successes. The
Friends have hosted numerous bird walks, and other
assorted nature, ecosystem outings in Ferguson Forest
Centre since 2005. We became a bit more adventurous in
2016 when we partnered with the Canadian Raptor
Conservancy to bring in the Free-Flying Birds of Prey Show.
We had media coverage and a mobile road sign, and a lot of
disappointed public who missed the show. In 2017 we
brought back the Birds of Prey Show to an unprecedented
crowd of 800 people. Hard on the heels of this event we
hosted a Canada 150 party on July 15 that attracted more
media attention and 600 people. On August 21 we hosted
the solar eclipse viewing for a crowd of 400 and brought in
experts to share equipment and information. In October we
launched a new Friends event to introduce people to the
wide array of mushrooms growing in the forest. Crowds
bring crowds, and the “mushroom blitz” proved more
popular than expected. At the AGM, also in October, the
chair’s annual report spoke to the incredibly busy year
behind us. The scope and diversity of events was
unprecedented in our history. The level of support the
community and local businesses and organizations showed
for these events was also beyond what we could have
imagined. Membership was up and our social media
presence was growing like wildflowers. In a normal year
we “hibernate” through the winter but for the newlyelected board the fun was just getting started when we
voted to host a winter carnival at the Ferguson Forest
Centre on February 18. You can read the incredible stats of
this event on page 4, but by far this was the biggest
undertaking in our history. We made the front page news
and through comments and shares our Facebook event post
reached 14,000 people. Our organization’s success is
because of volunteers. Volunteers who fundraise,
volunteers who give of their personal time so generously,
volunteers who are hard-working and organized,
volunteers who are versatile, optimistic, talented, energetic,
enthusiastic and resilient. Volunteers with hearts of gold.
The Friends were born out of advocacy. Thanks for helping
us make a difference.

At the Annual General Meeting on October 18, 2017,
Friends of the Ferguson Forest Centre thanked retiring
board members Bill and Monica Wallace (secretary and vice
chair respectively), Catherine Woolham and Joanne JoyceLabossiere. Members also heard reports from the board,
received the financial statements and elected Wes Herring,
Sarah Herring, Shannon Nicholson, Trish Adams, Jennifer
Gow, Jim Beckett and Liza Duhaime to serve as directors
until 2019. At the board meeting in March 2018, member
Jamie Maskill was appointed to serve as a director until the
next AGM.

2018 Events
Birding with the Experts on Turtle Trail
Saturday, May 26, 9am to 12pm
Meet at Anniversary Park
Family Fun Fest
Saturday, June 23, 10am to 5pm
Location: Arboretum, Ferguson Forest Centre
Naturopathy Walk
with Shawn Yakimovich
July (Date & time to be confirmed)
Canadian Raptor Conservancy
Birds of Prey Free-flight demonstration
Saturday, September 8 – three shows
Location: Arboretum, Ferguson Forest Centre
The Sky at Night
with Steve Wendt & James Quinn
Fall (date & time to be confirmed)
Mushrooms & Edible Wilds
with Cheryl Rush
Fall (date & time to be confirmed)
Keep an eye on the local press, check out our website, and
follow us on Facebook for further details on all these great
events closer to their dates.

~ Liza Duhaime
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Overview of 2017 Friends-hosted Events
Birdwatching in the Fergus Forest Center: May 27
Dave Moore, an expert from the Ottawa Field Naturalists’
Club, led a large group of enthusiasts on our fourth annual
birdwatching walk. They identified and observed 29 species
of birds along Turtle Trail, including the highlight of the
day – a broad-winged hawk!

This member of the hawks and eagles family hunts by
watching for prey from a perch, usually located along edge
of woods or near water. When prey is spotted, the hawk
swoops down rapidly to capture the creature in its talons.
This hawk also occasionally hunts by flying through the
woods or along watercourses, actively searching for prey.

Canadian Raptor Conservancy
Free-Flying Birds of Prey Show: June 24
The first visit of the Canadian Raptor Conservancy in 2016
was so successful that we invited them for an encore visit.
Over the course of three shows, 800 people were captivated
by James Cowan’s educational commentary and thrilled by
the sight of magnificent raptors in free flight over the
arboretum. During one of the shows, the birds became a
little agitated when the resident broad-winged hawk was
spotted soaring overhead.
The majestic bald eagle is an exciting, rare sight for most
people, and the Canadian Raptor Conservancy didn’t
disappoint in showcasing the largest bird of prey in Canada
with a wingspan of more than 2 m. Meet Sam!

This was an ambitious enterprise for a relatively small
group of volunteers to undertake, and as spring turned into
summer and the rain kept falling, we began to wonder what
we had been thinking. Those thoughts were still with us as
we were setting up July 14 in a torrential downpour.
However, the show must go on, and we were determined to
give it our best! On one of the rare sunny days of the
summer, 600 people came to the beautiful arboretum and
enjoyed a free “Canada 150” celebration of live music with
side shows from Rynestone magic, Paws4Fun dog agility,
Junkyard Symphony and Blitzen Estate’s Morgan horses.

Building on the success of last year’s event, plans are well
underway for a second Family Fun Fest on Saturday, June
23 – another day of fun activities and diverse entertainment
for families of all ages … and it’s all free!! Once again,
Bruce Noble will be managing this multi-faceted event, so
you know it will be top-notch. Mark the date – Saturday,
June 23 – you won’t want to miss it!

Medicinal Herb Walk: July 29
A perennial favourite, our seventh annual medicinal herb
walk was led by Shawn Yakimovich, a naturopathic doctor
practising in Kemptville. Participants learned about plants,
seeds, berries, roots, bark, and/or flowers that have
medicinal properties, many of which grow in our
backyards, nearby fields, along rural roads and forests. This
event will be back by popular demand in July 2018.

What’s Abuzz in the Garden: August 8
Family Fun Fest Celebrating Canada 150: July 15
Page 2

www.friendsofthefergusonforest.ca/

For the second year, Merrickville’s Andrea Howard, aka
“The Bug Lady” went eyeball-to-antenna with
grasshoppers and spiders, spending a fun two hours in the
tall grass zoo of the arboretum at Ferguson Forest Centre
with children and caregivers in tow. The eco-friendly catchand-release bug walk uses special nets gentle enough to
catch butterflies and other insects without causing harm.
Children especially are fascinated by bugs and Andrea has
an obvious delight in sharing her wealth of knowledge
about them. There’s an astonishing diversity of small
creatures out there!

This was our inaugural mushroom walk in the Ferguson
Forest. At final tally 80 people turned out on a beautiful fall
day to join our event leader, Cheryl Rush, who put the
“fun” in fungi with her passion, energy and enthusiasm.
Who knew there was so much interest in mushrooms?

February Frost Fest: February 18, 2018
Winter Carnival Math

1188 people

All Eyes on the Sky: August 21
More than 400 people gathered in the Ferguson Forest
Centre to witness the year’s most fascinating celestial event
– the solar eclipse. Invited experts Steve Wendt and James
Quinn, members of the North Gower Science Club, and
Karen Finstad, a member of the Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada, shared their safe viewing equipment and their
scientific knowledge for three hours as the moon covered
the sun. Sky watchers had a prime viewing location on a
beautiful summer afternoon to gaze in awe at the rare sight
of the partially covered sun. If you missed the fun, the next
total solar eclipse to be visible in Canada will occur on
April 8, 2024.

[Photo courtesy of Dave Perry]

Finding Out about Fungi: October 14
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+17 Sponsors & Supporters
+22 Volunteers
+400 Hot Dogs
+840 Roasted Marshmallows
+240 Elephant Ears
+202 Maple Taffy Pops
+500 Cups of Hot Chocolate
+80 Cups of Coffee
+150 Bags of Popcorn
+250 Horse & Wagon Riders
+100 Snowshoe Lessons
+20 Precision Performers & Cheerleaders
+14 Sled Dogs & 3 Dog Sled Demos
+1 Snow Queen
+Countless Colorful Snow Paintings
=
1 Hugely successful February Frost Fest hosted by the
Friends of the Ferguson Forest Centre

Out and about in the Community
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Friends of the Ferguson Forest Centre display at the
North Grenville Sustainability Fair, April 2017

As Friends of the Ferguson Forest Centre we are
committed to the protection, wise use and enjoyment of
North Grenville’s wonderful community forest. Without
your help our volunteer organization would be unable to
undertake the necessary initiatives to accomplish our
community goals. We’re making great progress with our
public attractions to highlight the centre and we thank
you for your support. Contact us at:
executives@friendsofthefergusonforest.ca
Explore the Trails: Note that some trails are being
rerouted/ renamed, and once this work is completed, our
trail map will be revised. Meantime, those currently
available on our web site are still useful.
http://bit.ly/1NDIn3P.
Join Us! We can now accept donations and membership
payments through PayPal or email transfer to our treasurer,
Jim Beckett, beckettj@ripnet.com.

OPP Summer Charity BBQ Series
Another First - Many thanks to Monkman Forming Ltd. for
sponsoring our spot in the OPP’s charity BBQ, which raised
$600 for us.

Corporate Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our
corporate sponsors:

Bruce Noble with Liza Duhaime (Friends of the Ferguson
Forest Centre) pose with staff from Monkman Forming Ltd.,
Liz Davie, Joe Scott and Tanner Johnston at the OPP BBQ
on July 27.

Hot Off the Press
In a recent survey undertaken by the North Grenville Times
on tourism in our community, Ferguson Forest Centre
scored a mention in three out of six of the questions!
• When people come to visit you in North Grenville,
where do you take them to do tourist stuff?
• What public/private attractions are the biggest draws in
North Gower?
• What one tourism attraction do you think is North
Grenville’s best kept secret?
Additionally, “community organizations” scored
significantly higher than private business, business
organizations and the municipality as likely to do the best
job at tourism in North Grenville.

The Friends newsletter was printed locally by

May the Forest be with You!
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